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  Apr 4:  The Decemberists with My Brightest Diamond play Wednesday at the Tennessee Theatre at 8:00pm. Tickets are $25 
	 and	available	at	the	Tennessee	Theatre	Box	Office.
  Apr 6: Jerry Seinfeld will be gracing East Tennessee with his humor at 7:00pm in the Knoxville Civic Auditorium. Tickets Range 

for $46-$76.
  Apr 12 Dierks Bentley “Live Loud Tour” with Miranda Lambert, and Jason Aldean at the Knoxville Coliseum at 

7:30. Tickets start at $37.50. 
  Apr 13: Lonesome Coyotes play at Barley’s at 9:30 p.m., Barley’s in the Old City
  Apr 13-14:  The Spring Arts and Crafts Show will be held at the Foothills Mall from 10:00am to 9:00pm. Over 40 artists and crafters. 
  Apr 19: The free Sundown in the City concert series continues in market square at 7:00pm. 
  Apr 19-21:  Used Book Sale by Friends of  the Blount County Public Library at Blount County Public Library 9:00 a.m. until 
  5:00 p.m. 
  Apr 22:  Concert Band Spring Concert on the Lawn at Anderson Hall Lawn starts at 3:00pm Maryville College. Will present 
 a program of  traditional band selections, and solo. This concert it free. Bring lawn chairs.
  Apr 30: Orchestra Spring Concert will be at Wilson Chapel Theatre at 7:30om. This will be a farewell party for the facility as 
 they play “Symphony No. 45,” which is known as “the Farewell Symphony”

  For More Information:
  Blount County Library - http://www.blountlibrary.org/
  Parks & Rec. - www.parksrec.com
  Maryville College – www.maryvillecollege.edu
  Tennessee Theatre - www.tennesseetheatre.com
  The Knoxville Coliseum - http://www.knoxvillecoliseum.com/
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I’m trying to think of  a way that 300,	a	film	about	the	
battle of  Thermopylae by director Zack Snyder, could have been 
less enjoyable.  However, any additional degradation would only 
tip the movie into the Brechtian realm where a movie is so bad it 
is entertaining.   No, this movie’s presentation only leaves room for 
offence and boredom.  Unless you happen to be a big fan of  Frank 
Miller’s graphic comic on which this was based, do not see this movie.
	 The	film	is	set	in	480	BCE	and	concerns	the	battle	of 	
Thermopylae in which 300 Greek Spartans defended a mountain 
pass against tens of  thousands of  Persian invaders.  The Spartans of  
the	film	are	commanded	by	King	Leonidas	(Gerard	Butler)	and	the	
Persians, Emperor Xerxes (Rodrigo Santoro).  
	 Saying	this	film	is	historically	inaccurate	is	like	saying	Army 
of  Darkness or Monty Python’s Quest for the Holy Grail is historically 
inaccurate, meaning it was never intended to be accurate.  However, 
the problem is that this is one of  the few instances in which a less 
compelling story was birthed by the removal of  historical facts.  
Persia, for example, was a tolerant empire that was much more liberal, 
in	many	ways,	than	Spartan	society.		The	film	still	portrayed	Spartan	
excesses, but instead of  showing any moral complexity, exalted these 
vices as virtues in a fascististic manner.  Spartan militarism, which 
would make Mussolini blush, is equated with freedom.  Even Spartan 
society’s one major redeeming quality, the relative empowerment of  
women, was expressed only through violence.
	 And	then	there’s	the	racism	and	homophobia.		In	the	film,	
anyone Persian and thus evil is androgynous, black, or deformed.  
First, the homophobia.  King Xerxes of  Persia wears eyeliner and 
basically	acts	like	a	drag	queen	throughout	the	entire	film,	which	was	
meant to contrast with the masculine Spartans. Xerxes also insists 
on people “submitting” before him by getting on their knees.  The 
director states that this homophobia was intentional in order to make 
the audience hate Xerxes.  In one of  the opening scenes of  the movie, 
King Leonidas of  Sparta deridingly calls the Athenians “boy-lovers,” 
like a 16-year-old football player.  As far as racism, the movie features 
an historically disproportionate amount of  blacks in the Persian army 
and seems to imply, since the army also features monsters and the 
deformed, that being black is on par with them.  Moreover, literally 
portraying	Persians	as	monsters	carries	a	definite	racist	edge.		I’m	not	
sure if  the Paleolithic social message originated with the novel or with 
the	film	adaptation,	but	it	is	nonetheless	grotesque.
	 Even	purely	in	terms	of 	action,	this	film	is	lacking.		The	film	
basically comprises a giant battle scene.  However, after a while it 
feels	like	they	were	using	the	same	fifteen	minutes	of 	footage	over	and	
over.		Any	stunts	or	creative	fight	sequences,	as	seen	in	the	Transporter 
series, were eschewed in favor of  a Speedo-clad Spartan stabbing a 
dark-skinned guy in the chest with a spear, over and over.  It’s also 
somewhat hard to root for the Spartans through it all because their 
culture	is	so	nasty	(one	of 	the	first	lines	of 	the	movie	glorifies	the	fact	
that Spartans practice infanticide if  a new baby is deemed weak or 
deformed, which echoes Nazi Germany.)  

 Some have said that there are political undertones to the 
movie	(the	leader	of 	Sparta	defines	state	law	in	order	to	protect	
his country from a Middle Eastern threat).  However, there is little 
evidence to suggest that this was intentional.  The Persians are 
portrayed so negatively, however, that this political link is rather 
unavoidable.  The President of  Iran, which is Persia’s successor, 
even felt it necessary to comment on the movie.  However, like the 
modern day Red Dawn	that	it	is,	the	movie’s	plot	is	too	flat	to	carry	
any direct political message.
 This movie is basically The Lord of  the Rings: Two Towers, 
downgraded	and	simplified	in	scale	and	majesty.		The	character	
development	is	so	flat	that	one	imagines	it	necessitated	a	steamroller,	
and any sort of  substance was replaced with an injection of  silicone 
misogynism that would make professional wrestling seem high-brow.  
If  you are not a fan of  Frank Miller’s graphic comic and still are 
possessed to see this movie, I recommend HBO’s Rome, as a sort of  
detoxification	afterwards.

The	glorified	portrayal	of 	the	Spartans	and	demonization	of 	the	
Persians	could	be	attributed	to	the	fact	that	the	entire	film	is	framed	
by a Spartan soldier telling the tale of  the battle of  Thermopylae 
to the troops before another battle with the Persians. Of  course 
any portrayal of  homosexuality as a perversion is wrong, as is the 
use	of 	race	to	engender	distrust	or	hatred,	but	if 	you	see	this	film	
understanding that it is a highly propagandized version of  the 
story, then everything else makes more sense. The highly stylized 
cinematography and action sequences only emphasize the feeling 
of  being told a tale, and the harshness of  Spartan life isn’t idealized, 
merely rationalized. If  you liked Sin City, the Kill Bill movies, or are 
looking forward to Grindhouse, then you’ll probably like 300. 

300: 117 Minutes Wasted
by Thiago Buchert
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...no.
by Emily Winsauer



Pictures From the 
Coming Out Party. 
Were You there?

Here at the Underground, we were feeling a little behind the times, relying on merely old-fashioned email to keep 
in touch with our readers. And since all the cool kids are getting Myspace pages (and in no small part because they are 
free), we decided to join the throng. So, since we printed our last edition, we have created a website, www.myspace.
com/undergroundblount. It is the perfect way to get in touch with us – you can add a comment, send us a message, 
read our blog (or tell us what to blog about), look at our pictures, and see who else is reading the Underground. It’s also a 
great way to let your friends know about us. 

We’re working on expanding our features, so we hope to be able to do even more in the future, like provide 
music clips from our featured artists and an expanded events calendar, so you can know the best of  what’s going on in 
the area. For now, let us know what you’d like to see, and we’ll do our best. We’re Myspace novices, too, so we would 
love any tips that you have to offer! Just log on, add us as your friend, and get involved in the local press! Like always, 
what we want most is to hear what you have to say. If  you’re not one of  the Myspace crowd, you can still log on and 
view most of  the features, and you can always contact us at undergroundb@gmail.com. Maybe, someday, we’ll expand 
our features to telepathy, but until then, get online and speak your mind!

Check us out @
 www.myspace.com/undergroundblount

The Underground is Now on the Web!
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Photos By Jonathan Winsauer

We know the pictures 
are a little late, but 

we want to thank you 
again for all of your 

support!

Our Coming Out Party 
in February was a 

great sucess! We had 
over 120 people show 
up and Grounded did a 
wonderful job of host-

ing the event. 

Music Provided 
by	Soulfinger.	

Thanks, you guys 
sounded 

awesome!

Check them Out 
on Myspace!Reader Response: 

I	recently	finished	Ms.	Hicks	article	on	domestic	violence,	and	
while I think the bulk of  the article was well written, informational, 
and well-intentioned, I feel there is some skewing of  facts and 
incorrect conclusions that need to be addressed.
  At least on a sexual abuse front, 
more recent studies are showing that 
while 1 in 6 females is the victim of  
sexual abuse; the number for boys is now 
estimated at 1 in 10.  Just these numbers 
alone would seem to make the 95% of  
all victims are female seem misleading.
  My major point of  contention, 
however, was with the seemingly 
feministic solution presented in the 
concluding paragraph.  BOTH sexes 
can be victims of  sexual abuse and other 
domestic violence.  A large number 
of  sexually abused boys have female 
perpetrators.  Domestic violence rates 
are also increased in gay and lesbian 
couples.  So to conclude that the solution 
is to teach young boys how to relate to young girls seems like an 
unfortunate leap to a conclusion on how to actually deal with this 
unfortunate situation that affects us all. 

Our Response: 
Hicks wanted to stress that she was focusing on domestic 

violence as a whole, not simply sexual abuse, which is one of  the 
several types.  She realizes that there are male victims too, but the vast 
majority Nation-wide are women according to the National Domestic 
Violence	figures.	“The	intent	of 	free	press	is	to	present	all	views,	and	
to not only invite, but to encourage those views. It is a very emotionally 
charged issue, to say the least,” Hicks said. 

Additionally, much information about domestic abuse among 
gay and lesbian couples is unreliable, for a variety of  reasons. Many 
researchers fail to include such couples in their research. Also, gay and 
lesbian victims sometimes report violent crimes as assault or battery 
rather than abuse because they may not want to reveal the nature of  
the relationship. Finally, some statistics measure whether a partner in 
a gay or lesbian couple has ever experienced abuse, not whether it has 
taken place in a gay relationship. Thus, the statistics are skewed. 

Taking into consideration domestic violence affects so many 
different people of  every race, age and gender, Hicks’ article on 
domestic violence addressed only one of  the many ways society faces 
this issue. We appreciate the concern and further information provided 
by this particular reader, and we will do our best to facilitate and open 
discussion on the topic.

As always, if  you have any questions or further 
information on issues we cover, please never hesitate to write to 
us. Undergroundb@gmail.com

“The intent 
of free press is 
to present all 

views, and to not 
only invite, but to 
encourage those 

views. It is a very 
emotionally charged 

issue, to say the 
least.”

Response: Stopping Domestic Violence

Copetition Guidelines: 
 - Must be a high school junior or senior interested in writing
 - All entries must be 500-800 words (photos are optional)
 - Entries submitted by Deadline: Midnight, April 17, 2007
 - Entries must uphold Journalism Ethics and proper citations 
 - Topics must address one of  the following (and be fact based):
  - Local/international issue that deserves more coverage 
  - Political/Social issue you would like to address
  -  Why the independent press is valuable to an active community 

Judging  based on the following criteria:
 -Clear and concise presentation of  topic
 -Grammatical clear and well organized
 -Demonstrate understanding of  subject matter 
 -Portray the qualities 

Questions? E-mail us at: Undergroundb@gmail.com

 In light of  our dedication to the free press and open communication between the community, we would like to offer the younger 
writers of  Blount County an opportunity to be involved in this newly established independent paper by entering. Here’s how:

    The winning article will be printed in the May issue of  the paper with a short biography and photo of  the writer. The winner will also be                 
invited	to	joint	the	Underground	as	a	contributing	staff 	member,	and	presented	with	$25	gift	certificate	to	a	local	restaurant	and	specialized	certifi-
cate from the Underground staff. We look forward to your entries!

Journalism Competition for High School Students in Blount County



Maryville College recently hosted the 30th annual 
Appalachian Studies Association conference. The event, themed 
“Piecing the Appalachian Experience,” took place March 23-
25. Roughly 740 presenters, attendees, organizers and volunteers 
participated, making this year’s conference the second largest in the 
history of  the event.

A vibrant group of  regional scholars, teachers and social 
activists established the ASA in 1977 with the aim to share a sense 
of  community through writing, researching and teaching about 
Appalachia. Today, the organization boasts more than 750 members. 

Its mission remains “to encourage study, advance scholarship, 
disseminate information and enhance communication among 
Appalachian people, their communities, governmental organizations 
and educational institutions.” Aside from its annual conference, the 
ASA also publishes a journal and an online newsletter, as well as other 
resources on the history and culture of  Appalachia.

This year’s conference theme, “Piecing the Appalachian 
Experience,” involved the image of  a quilt, one that is never complete 
and always open to new additions, much like the Appalachian story 
is one of  multiple changing perspectives. Visitors had the opportunity 

to contribute an individual fabric square of  their own creation to 
a commemorative quilt that will appear at next year’s conference. 
Such	a	representation	is	meant	to	reflect	the	diversity	inherent	in	
Appalachian culture.

The conference offered an array of  outlets for involvement 
including	field	trips,	live	music,	literature,	sculpture,	photography,	

research papers and 
presentations amid a veritable 
wealth of  shared information 
and open communication 
of  individual experiences. 
“We have been working 
for two years to organize 
the conference so that the 
hundreds of  attendees could 
learn more about the diversity 
and dynamism of  Appalachia 
as a whole,” commented ASA 
president Chad Berry.

Aside from the more 
than 400 presenters, each of  
whom	spoke	on	a	specific	topic	
of  their choice, a number 
of  entertainers offered their 
talents.	On	the	first	day,	the	
Appalachian Women’s Alliance 
performed “Mountain Women 
Rising,” a presentation that 
included stories, poems and 
songs written by, for and about 
Appalachian women to address 
issues of  violence, racism, 
homophobia and poverty, 
among others. 

The second day brought 
Jo Carson, accomplished writer 

and storyteller, to perform “Men of  Their Time,” a story about 
early relationships between white settlers and Cherokees. For a taste 
of  Appalachian harmony, student musician Jake Krack played Old-
Time	Appalachian	fiddle	tunes	meant	to	represent	different	forms	
of  cultural expression throughout the region.

In addition, local middle and high school students’ artwork 
was exhibited. Their work included paintings, ceramic pieces, 
photography and mixed media, all of  which echoed the conference 
theme in some sense.

Highlander Research and Education Center director 
Pam McMichael delivered the keynote speech, which she related 
to her work as a social justice activist. Established in 1932, her 
organization has acted as a popular education center supporting 
grassroots efforts in virtually every major social justice movement 

ASA Conference Draws Scholars to Maryville
by Holley Roberts

 It isn’t often that Maryville gets to celebrate a hometown kid 
hitting it big. Or that a musician creates a sound that truly transcends 
definition.	Or	that	such	high-quality	music	is	available	regularly	and	
locally. Maryville native Robinella and the CCstringband routinely 
create music that combines the sounds of  folk, jazz and bluegrass with 
an indescribable, mellow, captivating quality that basically makes me 
feel like I’ve won the musical lottery. Rob Reinhart of  Acoustic Café 
agrees, saying, “I’m stunned. There’s no precedent for this. It’s so 
unique and fresh.” 
 Robinella was born and raised in Maryville, the daughter 
of  a Baptist deacon and a choir leader. As her website claims, she’s 
been “singing in church and the shower her 
entire life, but it wasn’t until college that she 
started singing out and about.” It was during 
this dawning of  her career that she met Cruz 
Contreras, a jazz piano student and bluegrass 
musician. The two founded Robinella and the 
CCstringband in 1999, with Cruz’s mandolin 
and jazz training perfectly complementing 
Robinella’s folksy and slightly smoky voice. 
 Cruz’s brother Billy Contreras, who has 
been playing the violin since age 6, provides a 
masterful	fiddle,	which	was	recently	featured	
on a recording with the Nashville band Blue 
Merle. The stringband also features the 
exemplary talents of  Hans Holzen (who also 
has a jazz background) on guitar, David Peeples 
on electric and acoustic bass, and Memphis 
native Daryl Johnson on percussion.
 Robinella and the band have released 
two independent albums and two with a label, 
the most recent of  which is Solace for the Lonely, 
a sultry and intoxicating record with a more 
developed sound then its predecessor, the self-
titled Robinella & the CCstringband. 
 To me, Robinella is the velvety voice 
of 	comfort.	At	first,	you	just	notice	that	you	like	
her very much; then, her familiar, unassuming 
manner eases you into what you later realize is 
remarkably crafted music. She unpretentiously 
experiments with new sounds like background noise and even jazz 
scat, which is a type of  wordless vocal improvisation often mimicking 
instruments. Considering the backgrounds of  the band members, it 
isn’t surprising that comparisons to smooth jazz singers come easily. 
Christian Bordal of  NPR commented, “Robinella has a sweet, 
sophisticated approach that never pushes or strains, just glides Billie-
Holiday-like.” The singer has been compared to artists from Holiday 
to Alison Krauss and Norah Jones, a span that probably results from 
the	remarkable	flexibility	of 	her	voice.	
 In case you were holding your breath waiting for a criticism, 

you can relax. I have none, except that I wish she performed more 
often. She and the band put on a great show; when they’re at 
Barley’s, they joke with the audience, sometimes take requests, and 
create such a relaxed atmosphere that it feels like you stumbled 
across one of  their jam sessions.
 Robinella and the CCstringband play most Sunday nights 
at Barley’s Taproom in Knoxville’s Old City, but if  you want to see 
them a little closer to home, they’ll be playing on April 13th at The 
Shed at Smoky Mountain Harley-Davidson. The show will be at 
8pm and have a $10 cover.

Barley’s Taproom & Pizzeria
200 E. Jackson Avenue
865-977-1669 
www.barleystaproom.com/knoxville

Smoky Mountain Harley-Davidson & Buell
1820 W. Lamar Alexander Parkway 
865-977-1669 
www.smokymountainh-d.com

Maryville’s Own Songbird Provides Solace
by Emily Winsauer
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Left to Right: ASA President Chad Berry, Genevieve Reynolds, Helen Lewis, Gordon McKinney
Photograph by Cathy Cottrell

Photograph by Rebekah Lührs
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 What’s not to love about our nation’s Constitution? It has 
stirring prose, elegance, and enough ambiguity to have provided 
generations of  lawyers and judges with well-paying jobs. And then 
there’s the system of  checks and balances so that no one branch of  
the government gets too uppity. Clearly a good idea, you say. But it’s 
these checks and balances that have me a bit worried. Evidently, the 
President thinks “checks and balances” mean he gets to write checks 
and well . . . someone else is left to deal with the balance, a situation 
which looks worse by the day. But then, he’s had someone else to deal 
with balances for most of  his life, so he ought to be good at this. He’s 
certainly	insouciant	about	it.	Remember	the	fiscal	mess	in	which	he	
left	Texas	when	he	was	first	elected	President?	“That’s	their	problem	
now,” he blithely remarked, even though the huge tax cuts he pushed 
through as governor clearly exacerbated the problem. 
 However, I am less troubled by his check-writing tendencies, 
which he doesn’t do personally anyway, than by his administration’s 
peculiar ignorance about where all that money is going. Take the 2005 
Special Investigation headed by then House Minority Representative 
Henry Waxman. According to the report, $12 billion were just “sort 
of ” dropped into Iraq between May 2003 and June 2004. How much 
money is 12 billion dollars? If  you guessed somewhere in the vicinity 
of  363 tons of  money, you’re on the right track. 
 Now to be sure, this money all belonged to the Iraqi people. 
Remember, Iraq’s assets had been frozen or seized back when 
Saddam Hussein ceased to be our buddy, although once upon a time, 
if  you check the history books carefully, we rather liked the bloke. If  
his government happened to murder a few people here and there, 
well what are 300 or so thousand murders between friends? Since the 
present	conflict’s	inception,	an	estimated	650,000	Iraqis	have	died	
(and we’ve only been at it four years. Hussein had 24 years). So who 
are we to complain about his predilection for violence, or torture for 
that matter? And, in any case, the Iraqis clearly needed the money. 
We had just reduced their country to rubble. Running water and 
electricity? Still iffy, even today. Schools, hospital supplies, roads? Well, 
you can see why Paul Bremer thought Iraq needed an immediate 
influx	of 	cash.	
	 What’s	more	difficult	to	understand	is	our	government’s	
failure to oversee where the money went. According to a 2004 
memorandum by the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA for short), 
“Many of  the funds appear to have been lost to corruption and waste 
. . . thousands of  ‘ghost employees’ were receiving pay cheques from 
Iraqi ministries under the CPA’s control. Some of  the funds could 
have	enriched	both	criminals	and	insurgents	fighting	the	United	
States.”	What	a	way	to	fight	the	war	on	terror.	
 We do know that Halliburton got a big chunk of  the money 
- $1.6 billion dollars to import fuel to Iraq while it repaired the 
country’s	oil	fields.	And	we	all	know	how	scrupulously	honest	they’ve	
been both in their accounting and in their pricing. Custer Battles 
received a handy hunk of  cash as well, including $4 million that more 
or less disappeared. The Iraqi ministries received some of  the money, 

but whether they used it for national or personal expenditures 
remains unclear. As one former CPA employee explained, once the 
money was out of  US hands, there was no way to monitor what 
happened to it. Eighty percent of  the money distributed in the 
South-Central Region remains unaccounted for, and $7.2 billion 
of  that money has simply disappeared. You’ve got to hand it to 
the CPA, it certainly engages in interesting accounting systems. 
I wonder what the IRS would say if  my CPA conducted my 
accounting that way?
 Bremer, of  course, maintained that the CPA was merely 
carrying	on	business	in	a	professional	way.	His	financial	advisor,	
Admiral David Oliver, thought the whole contretemps was much 
ado about nothing. When asked by the BBC World News Service 
about the disappearing billions, Oliver replied, “I can’t tell you 
whether or not the money went to the right things or didn’t - nor do 
I actually think it’s important.” When the BBC rather inconveniently 
pressed the issue, he cavalierly pointed out, “Billions of  dollars of  their 
money [disappeared], yeah I understand. I’m saying what difference does it 
make?”
	 Curiously,	although	Waxman’s	report	was	finished	nearly	
two years ago, our media outlets didn’t run the story until this year. 
But cheer up; it’s a mere matter of  days until you schedule your 
annual rendezvous with the IRS. May it be as forgiving to you as the 
Bush administration was to the CPA.

The Hopeful Pessimist
by Mary Moss

witnessed by the modern South.
McMichael, who grew up in rural Kentucky, has worked 

for the past few decades to connect individuals with pertinent 
issues across racial, cultural and economic boundaries. She 
serves as a fellow with a nationwide effort to address the growing 
inconsistencies within the American democratic system and has 
co-founded numerous organizations whose work is based in human 
rights, international solidarity, and justice reached through peaceful 
means.

Overall sentiments indicate this year’s conference was a 
success on many fronts. “I feel good about the way it went based on 
the	more	than	fifty	individuals	who	approached	me	to	express	their	
positive impressions of  the experience,” said local arrangements 
chair Susan Ambler. 

Preparation is already underway for next year’s conference 
to be held at Marshall University, which houses the ASA central 
office.	The	theme	will	be	“The	Road	Ahead:	The	Next	Thirty	Years	
of  Appalachian Studies.” Each year the conference convenes at a 
different location for the sake of  accessibility and variation.

For more information about the ASA and future events or 
to discover one among the numerous ways to get involved with the 
active study of  Appalachia, visit www.appalachianstudies.org.

ASA cont.

 This represents only 6.3% of  the land already being used in the 
United States for agriculture. The technology for this is almost here 
and the process of  shifting to this alternative is projected to take 
between	five	and	ten	years,	once	the	ball	gets	rolling.	Our	job,	then,	is	
to support this shift and not allow politics to get in the way, as it easily 
could.

Bioful cont.
these things.

So what happens when people get comfortable in the 
thought of  these freedoms? Once freedom is achieved it still has to 
be maintained rather than handed off  to the powers that be. Yet, to 
maintain this, individuals need to be aware of, observe and analyze 
their society to make sure these freedoms are being utilized.
	 After	the	long	fight	to	establish	press	freedom,	how	did	the	
U.S. manage to end up blindsided by the mess it is in today with 
corporate ownership? First and foremost, it is important to be aware of  
the matters at hand with our own media and to see how our media is 
changing shape so clearly under the surface. 

If  you are interested in reading further, I suggest Amusing 
Ourselves to Death by Neil Postman, and Herman and Chomsky’s, 
Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of  the Mass Media.

Free Press cont.



 “A picture is worth a thousand words.” This expression 
can be understood in two totally opposite ways. Today I will take 
it to mean that this picture deserves 1,000 words. It certainly 
deserves some, since it hides as much as the wall that is being built 
in the photo, thus introducing our theme for today: appearance 
and reality.
	 In	the	first	picture	you	a	see	a	quiet	Vietnamese	street.	
It is in An Phu, a quarter of  Ho Chi Minh City that until quite 
recently was just marshland in a bend of  the Saigon River. Many 
people from the countryside moved there, wanting to be close to 
the city and its economic possibilities; but not only the Vietnamese 
moved in. Many huge villas were built there for “expats,” 
employees of  foreign companies that were riding the wave of  
economic growth that was, and is, sweeping Vietnam. The villas 
were concentrated in walled subdivisions, called compounds. 
 As a tutor to some of  the children of  these expats (and 
because I was European), I had access to their houses. In a way, 
this gave me a more intense touristic experience than being invited 
into a reed hut on stilts by an ethnic minority family in a green 
village	in	the	hills:	you	sit	crosslegged	on	the	bamboo	floor	eating	
rice,	water,	spinach	and	fish	and	try	to	decipher	what	they	tell	you	
with the three words of  Vietnamese you think you know. Smiles all 
around… But the expats: no rice, but corn chips with salsa, no fried 
fish,	but	frozen	hamburgers,	no	language	problem,	and	they	all	have	
dishes that pipe French, British, American or Dutch television into 
their villas.
 The expats (their companies, really) pay $3000 to $5000 a 
month to rent their villas. They also have company cars, with full-time 
drivers, as well as nannies and maids to clean the houses. They have 
gardeners and usually also handymen to keep the swimming pools 
clean. These families told me they never want to go back to their own 
country,	where	the	husbands	were	just	average	office-drones	and	the	
wives not even that, with no villa and certainly no personnel. I am 
glad they enjoy their life in the tropics.
 But we were in Vietnam, remember. These people were 
expatriates, apparently enabling their companies to take lots of  money 
out of  the country – or they would not be able to afford all those 
expenses. Now, I discovered in a Vietnamese newspaper that the 
expat companies employ lots and lots of  Vietnamese workers. Those 
workers were on strike for a while because they wanted more pay. In 
the end they settled for the following solution: the monthly pay for 
workers in foreign companies would be raised to $80 (eighty dollars). 
Now read the previous paragraph again.
 These are the 1,000 words that the second picture is worth: 
the expats already had a wall around their subdivision, now they are 
adding 3 feet more on top of  it to keep thieves out more effectively. 
This is as complex a socio-political situation as you can ever hope to 
be	baffled	by:	The	expatriats,	to	protect	their	expensive	housing,	full	
of  the latest electronic gadgets and such, employ the local people, 
whom they refuse to pay more than $80 a month, to build the wall 

As I Went Out Walking One Morning
by Jos Meijer
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A quiet street in Ho Chi Minh City

Some more bricks on the wall

need to scan 
in photo 2

On	the	first	Sunday	of 	last	month,	my	curiosity	drew	me	to	an	
unlikely place—a Unitarian Universalist Church service right here in 
Blount County.  In fact, the service celebrated the one-year anniversary 
of  the Blount County chapter of  the Tennessee Valley Unitarian 
Universalist Church (TVUUC). 

Prior to last March, Blount County members commuted every 
Sunday to attend TVUUC services in Knoxville. Although the Blount 
County members gathered locally for social events like potlucks and pool 
parties, the desire for local worship services beckoned the members to 
carve out their own monthly services here within the local community.   

For the past year, Blount County members have gathered 
the	first	Sunday	of 	 every	month,	 and	 these	 services	have	flourished.	
Meeting initially on the Maryville College campus, the services spilled 
over, moving the group into the nearby Chihowee Club building. Owen 
Rhodes, Chair of  the steering committee, explained that even the very 
first	Blount	County	service	attracted	twice	the	number	of 	people	that	
had been projected. For the past year, the group has steadily grown to 
accommodate the roughly 130 people who attended last month. 

I have from time to time considered the Unitarian Universalist 
faith community with the sense of  intrigue that comes with an outsider’s 
perspective. With no real experience or knowledge of  Unitarian 
Universalism, my judgments were based on little more than mere 
speculation.  I was drawn to the freedom the faith community seemed 
to offer, yet suspicious and even amused by what I perceived to be the 
lack of  structured beliefs that serve as the foundation for mainstream 
faith communities. 

Walking into the Blount County service of  the Tennessee 
Valley Unitarian Universalist Church (TVUUC), I was met with 
the warm welcomes of  fellow community members and melodies of  
familiar hymns. I encountered the familiarity of  church, yet something 
was different. For one thing, the reading was an excerpt from a Kurt 
Vonnegut speech—not exactly what one might call orthodox. Yet, 
these nuances and details embodied a broader sense of  openness 
and freedom. The readings, sermon, and hymns were presented as 
invitations, not merely to accept the content of  their claims, but rather 
for	each	individual	to	critically	reflect	upon.

The Unitarian Universalist Association is committed to the 
principles	of 	 love	and	respect	 for	all	people.	The	community	affirms	
the dignity of  all people and seeks justice and equality in all human 
relationships. It seeks to be a haven of  acceptance for diversity and 
an incubator for spiritual growth by promoting a free and responsible 
search for meaning and truth. Further, the Unitarian Universalist faith 
seeks peace and justice in society and the world at large and regards all 
existence as interconnected with humanity and worthy of  respect. 

The Unitarian Universalist Church provides a place for people 
to pursue an honest faith experience, with each person bringing her 
or his unique experiences as part of  the journey. These individual 
contributions of  the diverse faith traditions, philosophic thought, 
inspirational teaching, and personal experiences allow for the richness 
and challenges of  diverse perspectives. 

As Owen Rhodes describes it, “We are a faith community 
and, contrary to what many believe, we are bonded together by our 
own individual faiths because each of  us, every single last one of  us, 
takes our individual faith so seriously that we cannot bear to be in a 
church relationship that feels false.”  

In addition to creating an open place where members 
embrace diversity and practice mutual respect, part of  the Unitarian 
Universalist covenant is to promote these values in the larger 
community. The TVUUC, which was founded in 1949, set ablaze 
the Knoxville community with its commitment to racial equality in 
the early 1950s. By welcoming black members into its congregation, 
the church experienced intense backlash and was forced to relocate 
six times. 

Currently, the Blount County chapter seeks to further involve 
itself  in the larger community. Youth members recently designed a 
religious education project. They are raising funds to purchase and 
send	books,	films,	 food	and	socks	to	American	soldiers	stationed	in	
Iraq. Further, the church is brainstorming the beginning stages of  
sustained community service, as the group establishes its presence in 
the Blount County community. 

Indeed, the Unitarian Universalist church is establishing its 
presence here. In response to the continual growth in interest and 
membership, the Blount County chapter will extend its services to the 
first	and	third	Sundays	of 	every	month,	beginning	in	June.	In	addition	
to increased frequency of  services, the group is also considering the 
possible need to move locations to accommodate for growth, although 
this plan is still in the works. 

The Blount County TVUUC extends its invitation to all 
people—no matter the color of  your skin, the structure of  your 
religious	 roots,	 or	 the	 gender	 of 	 your	 significant	 other.	 If 	 you	 are	
interested, curious, or even suspicious, you are welcome to visit and 
learn.	Services	are	held	at	11am	on	the	first	Sunday	of 	each	month	
at the Chilhowee Club, located in Maryville at the corner of  Cates 
and Clarion Streets.

Where Honesty and Acceptance Meet
by Sarah Hailey



that protects them from … those same Vietnamese 
builders, who are apparently seen as thieves. I do 
not think that the Vietnamese are thieves, but if 
they stole from those expats, they would only be 
stealing back what the expats had just taken from 
Vietnam.

Note about wall-building in the 21st century and 
how contradictions are only apparent sometimes: 
Some of  us may still remember the Berlin wall, 
which now seems to be even more famous for its 
fall than for its being there. Many, including the 
U.S. government, said that the Berlin wall was 
immoral and enjoyed seeing that wall go down, 
but now have no problem with walls being erected 
by Israel (to keep Palestinians out of  Palestinian 
land) or by the U.S. government (to keep Mexicans 
from going into a neighboring country). However, 
this is less contradictory than it seems: the U.S. 
government wanted the Berlin wall gone because 
it	kept	egalitarian	socialists	from	becoming	fiercely	
competitive capitalists. The wall attacked the 
capitalist system. And now these same people want 
to keep the Mexicans out because the Mexicans 
attack the capitalist system, too. The poor Mexicans are in 
the capitalist system already, but now they do not want to stay 
where they are - at the bottom of  the capitalist ladder as poor laborers 
who should not try to get jobs that are meant for whites.
 Recognizing upon a closer look that a seeming contradiction 
is not a contradiction at all can help us understand 
certain things in relation with the Iraq war as 
well. While the U.S. invaded Iraq to prevent that 
country from producing nuclear weapons, the city 
of  Oak Ridge still welcomes visitors today with a 
sign that says “Oak Ridge - The Vision Lives On.” 
Vision? This must refer to the vision of  the ruins 
of  Hiroshima, or that photo of  the mushroom 
cloud. So now Oak Ridge is getting more money 
to continue its “research.” 
 Here, too, the contradiction only exists 
when you think that this is all about democracy 
and morals and honesty. But if  you recognize 
that it is really based on an attitude of, “What I 
do is good, but if  you do it, I crush you,” there is 
no contradiction anymore, and all is clear, which 
is what is common between raising that wall in 
Vietnam and invading Iraq.

All this is just to give an idea of  what goes on in 
my poor head when I see some Vietnamese guys 
laying bricks. And to think that people get jealous 
when I say that I travel! I better sit down and have 
a sugarcane juice, pay 18 cents for it, and help the 
local economy. 
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Lunch time: 
household staff and construction workers leaving the “B.P. Compound”

Construction work going on

In the minds of  today’s average American citizen, freedom 
of  expression is a right that is rarely questioned. Protected by the Bill 
of  Rights and the First Amendment, this freedom has the potential to 
be well-exercised in the 21st	century.	Upon	first	glance,	press	freedom	
flourishes	with	a	wide	scope	of 	publications	ranging	from	books	and	
magazines	to	newspapers	and	journals	that	reflect	the	diversity	of 	
thought and interest in the United States. 

Publications from the extreme ends of  the political spectrum 
can be found as well as every shade in between. There are magazines 
and newspapers that cater to pets-lovers, vegetarians, sports fanatics, 
artists,	activists,	science-fiction	gurus,	and	so	on.	The	free	press	in	
America stands as a worldwide example of  a society with the instated 
right to express itself  and its opinions freely. 

Yes,	at	first	glance	this	ideal	of 	a	free	press	would seem to 
exist. However, in a society where diversity is being underrepresented 
and political agendas and corporate controls guide the media, this 
freedom of  press is no longer as free as it has been in the past. There 
is a deeper aspect that comes with maintaining this freedom and that 
is critical observation and monitoring, not by a government, but by 
those being governed. 

In order to keep the press and media free, they must be 
watched and criticized by the society they cater to in order to assure 
that the masses are being properly represented and that democratic 
freedoms	are	not	sacrificed.	In	The Media in America, John W. Tebbel 
sums it up well when he says, “We have come to accept widespread 
criticism of  the media as a fact of  life, and some regard it as a salutary 
feature of  democracy.” Yet in the developing systems of  our time, 
Tebbel	finds	that	after	the	long	process	of 	establishing	the	free	press	
it has in many ways fallen back into the old system of  censorship, but 
under new terms.

“In little more than two hundred years, we have come around 
nearly	full	circle	from	where	we	began,”	Tebbel	writes	in	the	first	
chapter. “First there were the tight political and social controls on the 
media in the colonial times. These were followed by the excess of  the 
eighteenth century after controls were largely removed. Then came 
the steady growth of  responsibility through the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries, and now we see the agonizingly slow eclipse of  
everything that has been gained. The public attacks on the media are 
only the most visible evidence of  that process.” 

Ralph Lowenstein, who did research for Freedom of  
Information Center of  the School of  Journalism in the 1960s, began 
to	define	the	determiners	for	a	free	press.	In	this	study,	Lowenstein	
looked at 99 countries around the world and based on 23 criteria 
determine the degree of  press freedom each country held. These 23 
criteria	were	measured	in	terms	of 	ownership,	funding,	influences,	
and loyalties. This study found that the “degree of  press freedom in 
Democratic societies is bound to political freedom,” and Lowenstein 
concluded that the press has an extremely important role in a 
political system, for “it can be an avenue for freedom or a tool for 
suppression.” 

Though this study was done decades ago, the fact that press 
freedom stands as a political indicator is ever prevalent in societies 
today. The lack of  press freedom in countries such as North Korea 
and	Somalia	reflect	controlled	government	systems	that	monitor	
and censor the media. On the reverse side, the United States holds 
one of  the highest degrees of  press freedom, which is seen in the 
array of  publications that hold the right to criticize the systems that 
protect them, rather than be controlled by them.

Despite the fact that this right to freedom does exists in 
the United States, it does not mean that all publications, especially 
newspapers, are free to the extent that Lowenstein’s study suggests. 
The press in the United States has potential to have this freedom, 
but	with	little	research	it	is	easy	to	find	that	many	newspapers	hold	
some	sort	of 	political	affiliation	and	influence.	

A related issue that comes up is the general understanding 
that having a variety of  publications in a given area automatically 
represents a diversity of  voices and diversity of  perspective. In 
any given city across the states, there are half  of  a dozen major 
publications along with several local publications that can be 
subscribed to and found in convenient store newsstands. 

However, what may seem like a diverse allotment of  news 
sources ends up being only different models that all represent the 
same entity. Because of  this collective ownership, independent 
papers are no longer mainstream, while the race to conformity 
seems	to	be	the	end	goal.	It	is	more	convenient	and	cost-efficient	
for a publishing company to employ articles from wires such as 
the Associated Press and Reuters in the long run. For example, 
stories concerning the war in Iraq are easier to purchase or borrow 
when compared to the expenses that come with a paper funding a 
reporter	of 	their	own	to	report	directly	from	the	field.		

Frighteningly, the U.S. media is becoming more and more 
corporate and less independent. Most of  the stories in mainline 
papers feed off  of  newswires such as the AP and Reuters. There are 
few “new” perspectives being offered as the collective ownership 
falsely represents diversity in perspective and incorrectly represents 
the masses.

No longer does the market demand an independent voice, 
but instead seems content with wire offshoots and mainstream 
coverage. Even though at one point the papers may have been 
independent news sources, the local press is disappearing as larger 
corporations come into ownership. With the elite few who now 
control the press and manage to maintain the air of  an assumed 
freedom, people are forgetting the power that printing has when put 
in the hands of  the masses.

The right to free speech exists in the United States and it 
has since the First Amendment was established, but what happens 
when these rights are no longer exercised? When opening up the 
newspaper, people rarely question the sources, the journalists or the 
motives in the texts they are reading. Since it is understood that the 
free press exists, they often see no need to question (cont on pg 14) 

Where is the Freedom of  the Press?
by Rebekah Lührs



	 I	will	never	forget	the	first	time	I	heard	“Strange	Fruit,”	sung	
to fame by Billie Holiday but written by a Jewish schoolteacher in 
the Bronx named Abel Meeropol. The song is haunting and brazen, 
as mellow as molasses but razor-sharp. The song left me in tears, an 
understandable reaction to its message. Meeropol’s words combine 
the beauty and lyricism of  the genre with the brutal truth of  racism in 
depression-era America. He wrote:

Southern trees bear a strange fruit
Blood on the leaves and blood at the root
Black body swinging in the Southern breeze
Strange fruit hanging from the poplar trees

The song, like much protest music, served to unite people against the 
abuses of  human rights which pervaded the greater culture. Far from 
an isolated event, “Strange Fruit” is merely an iconic example of  a 
tradition that stretches back through time, and the evocative power of  
music makes it a natural complement for activism in its many forms. 
 Protest music has been a part of  the “American experiment” 
since the birth of  our nation. Slave songs such as “Follow the Drinking 
Gourd” provided a template for later music promoting abolition, 
women’s suffrage and union membership. The rich musical tradition 
of  black Americans became the basis for much of  the activist music 
that our country has seen. 
 In the 40s and 50s, issues of  race were unavoidable, and the 
black musicians who had been in the background were thrown into 
the spotlight as the originators of  jazz, blues and zydeco. This era set 
the stage for the later struggle for civil rights, and the protest music 
of  the age was an indicator. Artists like Woody Guthrie, Charlie 
“Yardbird” Parker and Miles Davis wrote music about everything 
from labor problems to race issues. In many ways, music was one of  
the few outlets for expression, especially for race and class minorities. 
Miles Davis once said, “It was either a trumpet or a gun for me,” and 
while many turned to violence, he stuck with the trumpet.
 During the 60s and 70s, protest music reached a fever pitch 
as the civil rights movement gained momentum and as the nation 
responded to the Vietnam War. It was en vogue to protest, and 
popular	music	reflected	the	rebellious	spirit	that	existed	among	the	
youth of  America. Marvin Gaye’s “What’s Going On” expresses 
that spirit succinctly; in one verse, he sings, “Father, father, we don’t 
need to escalate/ You see, war is not the answer, for only love can 
conquer hate.” Musicians became bolder, and some moved from 
general messages of  peace to blunt, raw, angry songs, sometimes 
in	response	to	specific	events;	for	example,	Crosby,	Stills,	Nash	and	
Young protested the Kent State shootings with their song “Ohio.” 
Edwin Starr’s “War” has become a classic, and the tension in 
Buffalo	Springfield’s	“For	What	It’s	Worth”	is	representative	of 	the	
challenges facing that generation. Slightly outside the mainstream, 
members of  the American Indian Movement often wrote songs based 

on traditional music to organize against the oppression they were 
experiencing. 
 The youth of  these decades created a strong tradition of  
protest music, and in the 80s and 90s, the standard-bearers for 
protest music were punk and rap. This period was crucial because 
television enabled musicians to reach wider audiences than ever 
before. With the founding of  MTV in 1981, music had a perpetual 
presence in the media. In the early 80s, the Dead Kennedys began 
to pave the way for punk activism with singles like “Holiday in 
Cambodia,” “Stars and Stripes of  Corruption,” and “Kill the 
Poor.” Punk’s irreverence allowed and even encouraged musicians 
to make bold statements against the injustice they were seeing. The 
80s and 90s brought an increased awareness of  poverty, health 
issues	and	innocent	victims	of 	conflict,	and	music	responded	in	full	
force.	Grandmaster	Flash’s	1982	single	“The	Message”	was	the	first	
mainstream rap song to openly address the serious issues that were 
affecting much of  the black community, and in doing so it opened 
the door for rap and R&B artists to take their place in activism. 
 The rock community made contributions as well; rock 
musicians Bob Geldof  and Midge Ure organized what was perhaps 
the most visible fusion of  music and activism ever – the Live Aid 
concerts of  July 13, 1985, which took place simultaneously in 
cities from London and Philadelphia to Sydney and Moscow. The 
concerts and broadcast reached an estimated 1.5 billion viewers 
in 100 countries and generated over $283 million for famine relief  
in Ethiopia. Live Aid helped to legitimize the work of  musicians 
toward social and political ends. U2’s Bono was involved in Live Aid 
and has continued his work to relieve famine and poverty in Africa, 
largely through political channels and successful lobbying at the 
highest levels of  government. 
 The turn of  the century brought new issues sharply into 
focus. In the 2000 election, only 60% of  citizens actually voted, 
and voter turnout among the younger generations was pathetic. A 
meager 36% of  18-24-year-olds voted. As a result of  this seeming 
lack of  interest in politics, musicians focused on getting young 
people involved in the political process. The 2004 Vote for Change 
tour included many of  the biggest names in pop music, including 
Bruce Springsteen, Pearl Jam, R.E.M, Dave Matthews and the 
Dixie Chicks, who were still recovering from their own political 
scandal. 
 Since the early years of  George W. Bush’s presidency, 
musicians of  all political persuasions have been outspoken in their 
support or condemnation of  his decisions. However, the loudest 
voices have come from the left. Punk musicians founded Rock 
Against Bush, a broad-spectrum effort to organize punk voters for 
the 2004 election. After the election, the organization was reborn 
as PunkVoter, which offers a way for punk musicians and fans to 
voice their opinions through its website. In a post, Gabe Saporta 
of  the band Midtown said, “I got involved with Rock Against Bush 
because I always felt like music should foster new ideas and   

The Fruit of  Struggle: Protest Music in History
by Emily Winsauer

 One of  the biggest issues facing the contemporary United 
States is its reliance upon oil. According to the CIA World Factbook, 
the United States consumes close to 20 million barrels of  oil (close 
to 40 million gallons of  gasoline) per day and over half  of  that is 
imported. By comparison, the second largest oil consuming country, 
China, consumes approximately 6.4 million barrels per day, even 
with a billion more people. So it seems fair to say that we have a 
dependency problem. Indeed, the problem is so prevalent that it has 
even entered the mainstream American dialogue. George W. Bush’s 
statement that America has an “addiction to oil” has only spurred this 
conversation. And while many alternatives exist, biofuel is one that 
has	captured	my	attention	recently,	and	so	it	seems	fitting	to	share	
what I have learned.
 Biofuel is fuel developed from purely biological sources. 
According to the University of  New Hampshire Biodiesel Group, it 
can	be	used	in	any	diesel	engine	and	is	only	about	2%	less	efficient	
than regular diesel. Its ease of  use with pre-existing diesel engines 
makes it especially attractive as an alternative fuel because this 
will allow a smoother transition to this type of  fuel in the future, 
as compared to other alternative fuels for transportation such as 
hydrogen cells. Biofuel is produced in two ways, as bioethanol, derived 
from plant sugars, and as biodiesel, made by processing vegetable oils 
and	animal	fats.	There	are	many	benefits	to	biofuels.	Environmentally,	
according to the U.S. Department of  Agriculture, biofuel reduces 
CO2 outputs by 78% on a net life-cycle basis, which basically means 
that CO2 burned in biofuel combustion is mostly CO2 that already 
existed in the atmosphere, compared to the release from petroleum 
which is all new CO2 entering the atmosphere from the earth’s crust. 
In terms of  security, biofuel would allow the United States to have its 
own sustainable fuel source, allowing us to distance ourselves from oil-
controlling	dictators	that	currently	have	considerable	influence.
 Yet, is this realistic? Growing our own fuel seems a little far-
fetched, but the means to do so is within the realm of  possibility. The 
country of  Brazil has been taking strides in this direction ever since 
the 1973 oil crisis and is yielding large amounts of  bioethanol from its 
sugarcane crops. According to the Washington Post, close to one-third 
of  fuel used in Brazil is bioethanol, and since the price of  oil has risen, 
this demand is expected to increase.
 There are problems, though, and one involves production. 
In 2004, Brazil produced 385 million tons of  sugarcane, creating 
enough bioethanol to replace 460 million barrels of  oil, yet this would 
only satisfy American oil needs for 23 days. It’s not as though Brazil’s 
production	is	insignificant,	but	it	does	seem	fair	to	say	that	a	lot	more	
sugarcane, and therefore land space, would be needed before biofuel 
could even begin to overtake oil consumption.
 Other problems are political. For example, corn is the crop 
most often used in the United States to produce biofuel (as bioethanol, 
mostly used in the Mid-West). This has recently created problems 
because, as the demand for biofuel has increased, farmers in the 
United States have sold more of  their corn to be made into ethanol 

in	order	to	increase	their	profits.	The	issues	here	are	two-fold:	one,	
because of  past dumping of  corn into Mexico through NAFTA, many 
poor Mexicans, whose diet consists mostly of  products derived from 
corn, have become reliant on imported American corn as a main food 
source. The recent redirection of  corn for ethanol use increased the 
price of  corn in Mexico, causing starvation. The result has been the 
ongoing Tortilla Riots in Mexico, with 75,000 people protesting over 
the increasing costs. This is a serious problem, and if  it continues one 
can	expect	even	more	Mexicans	to	try	and	find	a	better	life	on	this	side	
of  the border. The second issue with using corn to produce biofuel is 
that	it	is	one	of 	the	most	inefficient	sources	of 	the	product,	yielding	only	
18 gallons of  fuel per acre (Global Petroleum Club). The only group 
making out well in this situation, then, is the farmers producing corn for 
ethanol. Everyone else has to deal with the waste of  land and energy, 
and some will even starve because of  it.
 These problems, however, do not mean that biofuel is not 
a viable alternative. Research has found that algae is an incredible 
producer of  biofuel. Its yield is 10,000 gallons per acre (Compare that 
to the yield of  corn and you’ll see more clearly why the aforementioned 
situation bothers me). Such a yield means that the oil dependence of  the 
United States could be completely remedied by allowing 0.79% of  its 
land to be used to produce ethanol through algae. (Cont. on pg.16) 

Biofuel: Energy of  the Future?
by Brian Phelps
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(Protest Music cont)  an be impetus for change. If  there was 
only the music side, I would have never become as passionate about 
it as I did. Since the beginning, we’ve used music to promote issues…
Underground music should always go hand in hand with new ideas.” 
A lesser-known project called Crush Kerry represented right-wing 
musicians by producing a compilation album of  songs by politically 
conservative punks.
 The efforts of  punk and rap musicians in the 80s are coming 
to full fruition today. Rap’s early activism has grown into a major 
movement in the hip-hop, rap, and R&B community. The Hip-Hop 
Summit Action Network, which was founded in 2001, is a coalition 
of  musicians and others involved in the music industry. The board 
of  directors includes Russell Simmons and Sean Combs, as well as 
representatives from record labels and Columbia University.  HSAN’s 
focus on issues like education, poverty and discrimination is based on 
the idea that music is so powerful because of  its cultural relevance. 
Musical expression is embedded in culture, and for that reason it has 
great	power	to	both	reflect	current	attitudes	and	to	work	towards	
change those attitudes. 
 Today, musicians from all genres are speaking out on political 
and social issues. Artists like Greenday, Rage Against the Machine, 
the Dixie Chicks, Nickelback, Ludacris, Mary J. Blige, and numerous 
others are part of  a general movement to normalize activism through 
music, and I can only speculate about where their efforts will lead. As 
the PunkVoter website says, “Music has always been ahead of  societal 
change,” and if  the pop charts are any indication, we’ve got a bright 
future ahead. 

With thick tresses of  long blonde hair cascading down a 
slender frame, Ann Coulter stands tall, mighty, and Republican. Quite 
openly conservative, much in the same way that Boy George has never 
been ashamed about his forays into men’s bathrooms, Ann Coulter 
has barreled her way through the political realm and tows the line of  
pop	culture.	While	Boy	George	wears	flamboyant	hats	and	fabulously	
sparkly	eye-makeup,	Ann	Coulter	proudly	publishes	non-fictional	tales	
and how-to books, such as How To Talk To A Liberal (If  You Must), and 
jokingly calls a two-time presidential candidate a “faggot.”

Though not a stranger to such outrageous remarks, apparently 
Coulter crossed the line at the 34th annual Conservative Political 
Action Conference when she called John Edwards a faggot. Though 
her audience laughed and cheered, and she did apologize (to the 
homosexual population for insulting them by calling Edwards gay), 
Coulter	still	found	herself 	out	of 	the	pot	and	into	the	fire	of 	seemingly	
24-hour news coverage. All the major news networks widely publicized 
Coulter’s	remarks,	and	many	political	figures,	even	close	acquaintances	
of 	Coulter’s,	said	she	had	finally	gone	too	far.	Others	have	said	that	her	
remarks	were	“filthy”	and	a	“shameless	display	of 	bigotry.”

Why is this instance such a shock? Why is it so appallingly 
wrong	and	bigoted	 for	a	public	figure	 like	Ann	Coulter	 to	make	this	
kind of  anti-gay remark, while eleven-year-old boys can accuse their size 
or sport challenged schoolmates of  the same thing with nothing more 
than a slap on the wrist? No, eleven-year-old boys don’t generally speak 
at public rallies, nor do news crews swarm the fences of  schoolyards 
whenever a young boy is teased mercilessly by his peers because he 
prefers books to baseball bats. The situation, however, is basically the 
same. The alpha-male of  the schoolyard is much like Coulter. Such a 
person stands tall and proud and tries to please the crowd, and if  a joke 
about how Johnny is a faggot gets his classmates roaring with laughter, 
then he will deliver it without apology.

One might say that it is a little unnerving to so easily compare 
someone as intelligent and well-versed in all things political as Ann 
Coulter to a young child. Even her website, which can be quite an 
enjoyable read to both liberals and conservatives (depending, of  course, 
on how it is actually read) has some embarrassingly childlike remarks. 
Case in point: In her most recent blog, Coulter bashes Gore’s global 
warming platform but can’t help calling the vice-president-turned-
activist “fat” and comparing him to a polar bear. Such name-calling 
seems more appropriate on a school playground than on such a 
respectable woman’s popularly read political blog.

So	what	 is	 the	 difference	 between	Ann	Coulter	 and	 a	 fifth-
grader? Most notably, her level of  intelligence. Whether liberal or 
conservative, gay or straight, one would be hard-pressed to prove that 
Ann	Coulter	is	anything	less	than	a	very	cognitively	efficient	woman,	
so to speak. And this, seemingly, is the issue. When politicians and 
citizens	 alike	 decide	 to	 finally	 cry	 out	 against	 such	 thoughtless	 and	
hateful remarks as Coulter’s but turn a blind eye towards diversity-
illiterate children, teenagers, and even adults who merely aren’t “as 
smart” as Coulter, the message society is sending is that it’s okay for 

“dumb” people to use such ignorant insults. Apparently, it’s only truly 
revolting and closed-minded for someone who is held in the same 
high esteem as Coulter to use such language; everyone else simply 
“doesn’t know better.”

There is no excuse for bigotry. Despite a person’s beliefs, 
be they about homosexuals, African-Americans, or even Middle-
Easterners,	there	is	no	excuse	for	such	undignified	language.	If 	one	
wishes to show disapproval for a lifestyle, it is possible to do so without 
using schoolyard taunts. Allowing the use of  this language among 
young children or anyone else, under the guise that they “simply don’t 
know better,” is a reckless allowance. In fact, the only instance when 
the fact that someone “didn’t know better” would constitute a valid 
excuse would probably involve anyone who was comatose during the 
1980s and didn’t know that Boy George was gay.

Ann Coulter and a Fifth Grader
by Amy Hill
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On one of  my many trips to downtown Maryville I ran 
into Antje Gillingham, the owner of  
the Knitting Nest on Broadway. After I 
casually asked her if  she had any local 
issues she would like to see addressed, she 
brought up the ordeal with the downtown 
construction and the walkway being 
built from the Blount County Library to 
Maryville College. “I would like to know 
what is going on with that!” she said.  As 
a business owner who has dealt with the 
untimely construction of  the downtown 
area, Antje presented me with several 
questions she wanted answered. Who is 
paying for it? Who is this walkway being 
built for? Who will use it? What does the 
community think? 
 According to WATE 6 News, city 
officials	are	putting	more	than	$6	million	
tax dollars into building up the downtown 
area. The grant will cover projects such 
as paths, including this walkway, a parking 
garage and outdoor plazas. 

Through my search I have found 
a large variety of  opinions and ideas 
involving this walkway that is currently 
under construction. Some have been 
hesitant about the idea simply because 

of  the large disconnect that lies between the college and the 
community. However, others believe that this 
walkway will serve a more symbolic purpose. 

Sylvia Johnson, who has been a 
Maryville resident since before 1970, is not so 
optimistic. She said that in her time living here, 
“they have redone downtown Maryville at least 
3 times, and it hasn’t really done anything.” 
Still, others feel it will offer new opportunities 
for	appreciation	and	pedestrian	traffic.	

But you don’t want to hear the 
whole story from me. So here is what fellow 
community members had to say about this new 
walkway:

Downtown Maryville Walkway: “What’s Up With It?”
Writing and photographs by Rebekah Lührs

10     Underground: Blount’s Alternative Voice
Underground: Blount’s Alternative Voice     11

April 2007 April 2007

Scott Pruitt, who was working on 
caulking one of  the brick pillars, said 

“I think it will be something people will 
use and like; it’s a nice idea.”

Kathy Pagles, the Blount County Public Library Director, 
said that the stated purpose of  the walkway is to “connect 

the two pivotal educational resources in the community,” as 
a physical statement.  She said that the practical aspects of  it 

came	with	local	pedestrian	traffic.	Now	that	the	bridge	connects	
the library to downtown, she notices a whole new stream of  
businesspeople coming to the library during their lunchtime. 
Pagles	said,	“I	think	people	will	also	find	it	to	be	a	good	place	

to walk.” The pedestrian bridge will open up new ways for 
people to appreciate the history of  Maryville, and it will be 

the connection between the historical symbols of  the city: the 
college, the library and the courthouse. 

Roger Meyer, Assistant 
Professor and Reference 

Librarian at Maryville College
said, “It will be a great 

opportunity to connect different 
parts of  the city and to bring 
people together.” Roger also 
commented that “it is taking 

forever to build,” but he believes 
that when it	is	finished	it	will	

provide people who live and work 
downtown open access to both the 

library and surrounding areas.  

Sherry McMabb, wife and mother of  two 
daughters,	thinks	that	the	walkway	will	definitely	

be used. “I haven’t been over here since they did all 
of  this,” she said and added, “Curiosity will make 

them say ‘what have they done?’ and then go enjoy 
it.” For Sherry, the Greenbelt has been a special 

place she has been able to share with her daughters, 
and, because of  her curiosity to see what has been 
done, she was brought back to that special place. 

Maryville College Students, Ron Wernquist, 
Lindsey York, Bret Allen Jones, and Matt 

Swann (from left to right in picture) had seen the 
construction, but had never even heard of  the 

walkway being built. “It sounds like a good idea,” 
they agreed, but Lindsey said that “if  people 
wanted to merely go for a walk, they would 

probably use the already existing green belt,” and 
the others agreed. 

“It may be useful for those wanting to walk to get 
lunch somewhere,” said Brett. 

“But I think people may be more inclined to 
drive,” Lindsey suggested, noting the dependency 

on cars in our society. 

Antje Gillingham, owner of  
the Knitting Nest, asked,

 “I am not against it; I just 
want to know what’s up with 

it!”


